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= - DER AIR MORCE -~ - IN REPLY REFER TO:
3' UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET Nk
U. S.UNAVAL AIR STATION. NORTH ISLAND SERIAL NO
SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 20 / 6'128
: MAY - 5 1955
THIRD ENDORSENENT on VF-121 AAR ser 3-55 of 31 March 1955 concerning P9F-8
BuNo 131131 aircraft accident occurring 20 March 1955, pilot ALLEN @
From: Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet
Tot  Chief of Naval Operations (QP-57)
Via: Director, U,S. Naval Aviation Safety Center
Subj: VF-121 aircraft accident oceurring 20 March 1955
b Forwarded, concurring in general with the conclusions and recommendations
of the Aircraft Accident Board,
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FF12/VF121/dcw
P22 '
Serial: .,

FIRST ENDORSEMEIT on Fighter Squadron ONE TWENTY ONE AAR ser
5=55 of 20 March 1955 concerning FOF-8 BuNo 131131

From! Omdingaortioor, Pighter Squadron ONE TWENTY ONE
Tos Chief of Naval Operations (Op-57)

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Air Group TVELVE .
° (2) Commander Air Force, U.S. Pacifie Fleot

3) Officer In Charge, U.S. Naval Aviation Safety
i hetivity

Subj: Aireraft hccident Roport; forwarding of

1. Forvarded concurring in the conclusions and recommendations
of the Alreraft Accident Board.
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29 The Accident. o '
on 20 March 1955, Ensign George W. ALLEN depart-
on a cross-country

ed Naval Air Station, Kingsville, Texas,
training flight to Clovis Air Force Base, New !exico. Final
destination was Naval Air Station Miramar, Sen Diegc, California.
Ensign ALLEN was flyin% wing position in & two rlane for-

mation. %light leader was LTJG E. S. STOLLE. 1In accordance with
squadron instructions the flight was planned and filed jTSfPUT?i‘
Flight Rules. The flight clearance was: Direct Alice, Amter L
Yelly, Blue 30 Lubbock, Direct Clovis, Climb to and maintaln
35,000 feet, and enter all control areas ~t least 1J feet on

in the vicinity of S~ Antonto,

top.

fte

At 1729 Ensign ALLEN madec a bli:

71sing that ho was lost and r:.qucsting

.co radio rcccived his transmission and adv

ames Connally Tower for o DF stocr. At 1750 \

isign ALLEN in Navy Jot 1131 over the fiold at L,%,00 el

sign ALLEN roported 35 minutes fucl romaining o0 oqucsted a
- penctration and GCA apnroach to James Connally AF At 1755
-avy Jet 1131 wes clcarcd to descend to not tolow 3,000 fect on
2n outbound boaring of 340 degrous and to maintain 3000 foot un-
“11 picked up by GCA., At 1302 Ensign ALLEN roportod to Cennally
that ho was locving 33,000. This wes thce last contact Connally
Aad with Navy Jet 1131. Connally redar storm dctection cquip-
ment showod heavy thunderstorm activity in the arca North-Vest
of Connally Field. Tho eircraft collided with the ground at an
3stimated gO dcgree dive angle on a heading of 045 dorreos moeg-
12tiec and at a specd ostimated at over 500 'notse.

50  Tho Damaéo. )
mpact, parts of the aireraft ponctratcd the ground for a
lepth of approximately oight fect. An cxplosion nand flesh firo

‘mmodiately fol'owod. Tho forcc of impact and cxplosion com-
Plotely domolishod tho sireraft and couscd dobris to bo scattorod
ovor an area of about four hundrod (L0O) yards, extending genore
111y on a heading of 045 dogreas.

31. The Investigation,
The aecIHone Invcatigation party arrived at the senco of tho
Until this

crash at aoproximately 1330 CST on 22 March 1955.
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.timo no parts of tho circraft had boen romovcd.
the wreckagu rovealcd the aircraft struck the ground in

mately an at

Exemination of
N proxi -

stimatcd spcoed of

0 dogrco dive, hoeding O at an o
ovoer 500 knots.







All statements withheld
under exemption (b)(5).
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Aviation Weather Observations Pertinent to the Crash of F9F-8
BuNo 131131 on 20 March 1955.

Excerpts from Aviation Hourly 'eather Observations as re-
ceived on oircuit 8009 from circuit #8 via Fort "lorth, Texas:

ggnday 20 March 1955 FTVW relay of observations made at 1630

T

LCT i'330overcastlOTR'i- 01h/6h/62north10/957/R"@28 T "1 1'0VG S/

SaT S10 30scattered E250 broken 12TRV- 990/82/6lL east 7/951/
PRESFR TR'7 '/ 'OVG E LTNG "/

AUS 30 scattered E1L0 overcast 12 010/80/67 south 11/958 BINOVC
SE 201625C SD13 LINE SLD MDT TO STG INCRG XTNDS FM 80/ TO
60/N7 TO 70/N TO 120NNE ORNTD NE-S™ 12 .. SLD STG INCRG
S7I/70 IA 70 I'OVG RPDLY Fi. S''. PROKE OFF Ff LINE DURG LAST
}ml

SJT 60 scattereda 70 scattered 30 007/79/33 west-southwest 20
gusts to 30/961 CB DSNT SE

DAL E 80 broken 15 020/63/61 south 6/959

CRP 100 scattered E250 overcast 10 00L/78/70 south-southeast
30 gusts to 37/954

ALI 120 scattered 250 scattered 10 997/90/68 south-southeast
17/952/CB TOP N'!

LBB -X 90 scattered 6 BD 000/66/28 west-csouthwest 29 gusts to
L6/960/D1

Sunday 20 March 1955 FT7 relay of observations made at 1730
CST

ACT S19 M7 overcast 1 TR'! heavy 020/62/62 west-southwest 10/959/
T OVHD LTGIC

SAT S16 30 scattered E250 overcast 10 003/67/6% northeast 15/
956/PRI'P 18/1625C/L5 R NE-SE SD 20 1705C PPINO

AUS 30 scattered E 95 overcast 12 R.- 024/76/68 south-southeast
§/961 R':B 02 201725C SD15 LINE SLD FDT TO STG NO CHG XT:DS
FM Jo/: TO 60/N TO 120/NNE 15 ".IDZ 1!OVG SLOLY FM N/. SLD
STG NO CHG us/s DIA30 MOVG Fil S.. 35lPH. HAIL REPORTED

SJT clear 30 000/77/35 west-northwest 16 gusts to 25/959/FE/ CU

CRP 11 scattered 100 scattered 300 scattered 10 00L/77/71 sout:
southeast 27 gusts to 33/9

~LI 250 scattered 8 997/87/70 south-southeast 15 gusts to 20/9°

LBB clear 8 997/66/28 west-southwest 2l gusts to 35/959

Sunday 20 March 1955 FT/ relay of observations made at 1830
CST

ACT S21 M17 broken 50 overcast 3TR/- 03L/63/62 south-southwest
10/963/T S PRESRR .

SAT 30 scattered 60 scattered E250 broken 10 010/67/6l; northeast
16/958/CB SE T RG CU N-5.' R U SE

AUG E100 overcast 12 R'/-- 017/7L/69 south-southeast 16/959 BINOVC
N'. CB DSNT N

SJT clear 30 000/76/36 west-northwest 16 gusts to 25/959/FE7 CU

CRP 88 M8 broken 10 006/75/72 south-southeast 30/955

LBB clear 8 000/6L/26 west-southrest 30 gusts to 37/960/2L567

Certifiod t: bo a truo statoment >f oxcorpts >f Scqucnec ‘/cather
Roports as roccived over Circuit 8009.
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DEPLRTMENT OF COI:&E « CIVIL AEROM.UTICS ADMINISTRATION
Incident Roport C.ncorning tho Crash of F9F-8 Bulo 131131

To: Flying Safety Officor From: Chiof, "laco Combtinod Facllity
Jamos Connally .FB, Toxcs ?0 Box 5128, Parkdelo Staticn
V'ec~, Toxas

Type of Incidonts Time »f Incidont: Incidont lfumber:
Prinery March 20, 1955 Day  4CT-CS/T-59

Lgoney/hireraft Idontifienti-n:
Navy Jet 1131

Namo(s) of Porsonnol or Pllot:
Unknovm at this facllity

Summory of incidont:d

1725C Navy jot 1131 enllod “ac~ Redlo °n 255,44 m>, advisod 17st
fr-m his frrmation, roqucstod DF stoor to Big Springse
“lnco Rndis adviscd l-vy jot 1131 c-ntact C-onnally T wor
for Connnlly DF.

750C Connally Towdr adviscd thoy had Navy Jot 1131 ~vor Connal’

roquosting DF apnroach, GCL to Connally, 35 minutos fucl
ronainings

isaffic: T=29 helding évor Waco omni at [,000, awniting GCi. to

Connally FT/ /RTC advisod traffic ov.r Sky Ranch, 300C
elimbing to 5000 aftor pnssine Sky Ranch, "

1755C T=29 cleared for omni approach t> “Inco 'unicinal, "Mth
oxisting eoiling ond unknorm nositlion and track of V1131,
this would romove Te29 from position of hazard with
rospoct to V1131, T=29 landod 1802C,

1755C Connally Tovor glven cloarancc for V1121 to dsscend on
wostorl: hcading to maintain 3000 foct until 5G4 had radar
contact onst of olthor rongos 3000 foot roestrictisn t5
provide scfc altitude in wost quadrant of acT LF rango and
soporation from T=29 at 2000 foct in omni apprcache NO
altitude infsrmation on V1131, cxccpt that cruisc altitudo
of jots is 20,000 fecot and ups

1802 Connally Towor ad¥iscd that thoy had lest redio contact
with V1131, Lest roport rocoived was V1131 lcaving 3%,000,

1815 Connolly Towor roported o flight of 3 T-33s over ficld
near o lake in vicinity of ‘laco, sighted Nevy jct on ramp
and wore landing immodiatoly account fuol shortagoe

laco Frcility alertod Toxas State Highwey Patrol to check ficld

et McGrogor. At 1900C Connally Optns roportcd to us thot a Navy

iot hod crashed 5 milos north of Valley Mills, pilot killed.

Tho 3 T-33s lmndéd at Honsley 1827C) 2100C Texas State Highway
Patrol ronorted that crashod airplanc was Navy Panther jct, iden-
tification numerals illegible.

REMLFKS:
Taco ecther: é'r(l;gg 800 sctd; 1200 ove, 1 mile, TSTM HVY RLIN

1830C Moasured 1700 BRKN 5000 OVC, 3 milos, TSTH
HW= temp 63, “ew point 62, wind SS7 10 knots, Al?
imotor 2993, TSTM SOUTH PRFSRR.

Certifiod to be a true copy of information containod on ChLi
Incidens Report Form LCL-30L4A Incidont Number ..CT-CS/T<59

EICL (3)
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B | OCCUPANTS (Srate wherh

List additional passengers on separetc shoet end sttach.)

oUTY GRADE SERIAL NO. ORGANIZATION
ot

LT(ir) 7710)

13113

FORECAST FOR ETE + 2 HOURS

DESTINATION
[ l

ALTERNATE

( INDITIONS INDICATE THAT THIS

SIGNATURE OF FORECASTER OR CLEARANCE AUTH. |
FLIGET MAY BE CONDUCTED AS PLANNED) sy )

FUGHT PLAN —
PILOT'S LAST NAME POINT OF DEPARTURE

LL AA govilde

ALT I §
o @ ——t—

b o et A
(o @ BGS / I ]—wrj

DesT. NORMAL TRANSMITTING FREQ'S |

(Preg t-h-.adlnn.ﬂa.:
posiiion reporte. Number or letter
des will be woed for VNP

frequencies.)

1615 s - NAVY INSTRUMENT RATINGS (Chech one)
L 4 UL | [ sestmcrie 5 sTanoano

1 plus 11| 2 plus 30 23 Ny 'qpm

| [ TRAPY ONLT)  MANE INSTRUNENT QUALIICATIONS O mestricTeD

Flying in -company with Navy Jet 131131
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